Iron County School District
Spelling Bee Rules 2016-2017
Eligibility
Each school will send 1st and 2nd place winners from their school competition.
Spelling Bee Finals Format
All spellers will spell one word in each round. Upon incorrectly spelling a
word, the speller is eliminated from the competition except as provided under
"End-of-Bee Procedure" herein. All spellers eliminated in the same round are
tied for the same place.
End-of-Bee Procedure: If all spellers in a round misspell, all remain in the
competition and a new round begins with the spellers returning to the stage
and spelling in their original order.
If only one speller spells correctly in a round, a new one-word round begins
and the speller is given an opportunity to spell the next word on the list
(anticipated winning word). If the speller succeeds in correctly spelling the
anticipated winning word in this one-word round, the speller is declared the
champion.
Example: In Round 12 there are four spellers. Spellers 1 and 2 misspell.
Speller 3 spells correctly. Speller 4 misspells. So, Speller 3 is the only speller in the round to
spell correctly. Speller 3 begins Round 13—a one-word round—and is offered the anticipated
championship word. Speller 3 correctly spells the anticipated championship word and is
declared champion.

If the speller misspells the anticipated winning word in a one-word round, a
new round begins with all the spellers who spelled correctly and incorrectly in
the previous round: these spellers spell in their original order.
Time: The speller's time at the microphone has a limit of 2 minutes. Time
begins when the pronouncer first pronounces the word.
The judges will disqualify any speller who does not provide a complete
spelling before the expiration of time (0 seconds). If the judges and
pronouncer need to discuss a competition-related matter while a speller is
contemplating a word, they may pause the time clock, and they will inform
the speller when they pause and resume the time clock.

Speller's Role
The speller makes an effort to pronounce the word for the judges before
spelling it and after spelling it. The speller while facing the judges makes an
effort to utter each letter distinctly and with sufficient volume to be
understood by the judge. The speller may ask the pronouncer to say the

word again, define it, use it in a sentence, and provide the language(s) of
origin.
Misunderstandings: The speller is responsible for any misunderstanding of
the word unless (1) the pronouncer never provided a correct pronunciation;
(2) the pronouncer provided incorrect information regarding the definition, or
language of origin; or (3) the speller correctly spelled a homonym of the
word and the pronouncer failed to either offer a definition or distinguish the
homonyms.

Pronouncer's Role
The pronouncer strives to pronounce words according to the diacritical
markings.
Homonyms: If a word has one or more homonyms, the pronouncer indicates
which word is to be spelled by defining the word.
Speller's requests: In oral competition the pronouncer responds only to the
speller's requests for repetition of the word's pronunciation, a definition,
sentence, language(s) of origin. The pronouncer will grant all such requests
as long as they are in accordance with time constraints.
Judges' Role
The judges listen carefully, determine whether or not words are spelled
correctly and uphold the rules. The decisions of the judges are final.
Misunderstandings: The judges will not respond to the speller's question(s)
about the word and its pronunciation but, if the judge's sense that the speller
has misunderstood the word, the judges will direct the speller and
pronouncer to interact until they are satisfied that reasonable attempts have
been made to assist the speller in understanding the word within the time
constraints. The judges are not responsible for the speller's
misunderstanding.
Pronouncer Errors: The judges compare the pronouncer's pronunciation with
the diacritical markings in the word list. If the judges feel that the
pronouncer's pronunciation does not match the pronunciation specified in the
diacritical markings, the judges will direct the pronouncer to correct the error
as soon as it is detected.
Disqualifications for reasons other than clear misspelling: The judges will
disqualify a speller (1) who does not approach the microphone when it is the

speller's time to receive the word unless there are extenuating circumstances
that, in the judges' sole discretion, merit holding the speller's word in reserve
and offering it to the speller after all other spellers in the round have spelled
and before the close of the round; (2) who engages in unsportsmanlike
conduct; (3) who, in the process of retracing a spelling, alters the letters or
sequence of letters from those first uttered; or (4) who, in the process of
spelling, utters unintelligible or nonsense sounds.
Speller activities that do not merit disqualification: The judges may not
disqualify a speller (1) for failing to pronounce the word either before or after
spelling it, (2) for asking a question, or (3) for noting or failing to note the
capitalization of a word, the presence of a diacritical mark, or the presence of
a hyphen or other form or punctuation.

